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Key numbers:
• 100+ public and private 

organizations
• 1.5+ Bln € revenue
• 7500+ employees
• 400+ researchers
• 390,2M€ export 2023, +15,8% 

on 2022

The Apulian Aerospace system



Distretto Tecnologico 
Aerospaziale

DTA is a private not for profit consortium 
company established in 2009 with the mission is 
to increase the competitiveness of its members 
and of the Apulian/Italian aerospace system 
through increasing innovative capacity, creating 
new engines of economic development and 
aggregating the stakeholder community.

Research and 
innovation projects

Consulting to PA and 
private organizations

Education and training

Engineering services

Flight test infrastructure

Incubation services 
and support to SME



50+ 

R&D projects 

• 210+ Mln€ total 
budget

• 500+ researchers
• 80+ companies

 

Since our inception in 2009, we achieved 
important results for the Apulian aerospace 
system

17+ 

Higher 
education 
projects 

• 16500 continuous 
training hours

• 436 employees of 
companies involved

 

60+ 

International 
Cooperation

Missions

• Farborough Air Show
• Paris Air Show
• Amsterdam Drone 

Week
• …

150+ 

Publications, 
scientific articles 
and theses from 
research projects
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Problems of the UAS/IAS industry (WRT traditional aviation)
Regulation Airspace Ecosystem Acceptance 

• Technological 
transformation

• New actors 
• New safety concepts
• Sustainability 

• ATM/U-space
• Digitalization and 

communication
• Flight rules
• Ground conditions

• Mutimodale transport
• Airport/vertiport
• City infrastructure

• Security / cybersecurity
• Environmental 

impacts/sustainability
• Work force preparation

• R&I initives in collaboration with universities
• Flight tests of UAS, U-space and IAS in Grottaglie 

Airport Test Bed
• Design and experiment in Grottaglie Airport Test 

Bed, Bari Urban Drone Range, city and port of 
Taranto and farming companies

• Pilot IAS in Bari, Taranto, Apulian farming companies
• Scale solutions in Italy and Europe

Bari

Grottaglie

Taranto
Manduria

Andria

S. P. Vernotico

Ostuni
Fasano

Castellana grotte

2020-2024
DTA flight time: 41+ hours
Other UAS ops flight time: 55+ 
hours

Making Puglia the best 
place to develop UAS and 
Innovative Aerial Services



UAS experimentation services
Flight test 
preparation
 Flight test engineering and 

planning (support)
 Flight test and GATB 

technological architecture 
management

UAS flight 
operation 
authorization

Test 
documentation

Data and 
knowledge 
management

 Engagement and 
relationship with entities 
(ENAC, others)

 Definition/management 
of test operations

 On board/ground data 
acquisition

 Data storage, distribution 
and processing

 Post-test data analysis

 Support in report preparation
 Documentation management

Flight test 
conduction

 Flight test technological 
architecture set-up

 Test support facilities set-
up

 UAS flight test 
coordination



Grottaglie Airport Test Bed
•Research and UAS flight test infrastructure, acknowledged 
in the Nation Plan of Research Infrastructure, MUR (‘21-’27)
•One-stop-shop for the provision of simulation, experimentation, 
certification, presentation services for UAS, U-space and IAS 
sectors
•Based into the airport of Grottaglie

•includes Bari Urban Drone Range
•Networked with other public and private infrastructures

•Telespazio, Leonardo, Cira
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MAM2024
ENSURE
CALLIOPE
MINERVA
FIXYLL
GATB
DRONE-TECH
WADIT
SCIAME
UFLIC
CERTIFLIGHT
RIPARTI/Proposte varie
U-space2
URANO
ACROSS
CTEAMBA - Casa delle 
Tecnologie Bari
AURORA
CORUS-XUAM
ASSURED-UAM
REDoX
CRUISE
ECARO
RPASinAir
SAPERE

Bari Urban Drone Range

Grottaglie airport



Cooperation agreement: DTA – Municipality of Bari – ENAC (2021)

Urban facility for testing and piloting IAS, including UAS and U-
space (and ATM), addressing Bari Smart City challenges, involving 
PA and other stakeholders
 Flight test control room
 Basic vertistop
 Applications development environment

Bari Urban Drone Range

Aerial service needs for smart city
 Intermodal transport
 Delivery of goods at home
 Urban territorial control
 Mission control with radio-bridge
 Multiple and simultaneous UAS 

operations in a single sky

 UAS swarm light show
 Environmental monitoring for risk 

prevention/management
 Illegal dump identification
 Certified territory data collection
 Port area monitoring

In collaboration with
Municipalithy of Bari



Taranto - Port Environment
Cooperation agreement: DTA – Autorità di Sistema Portuale del Mare 
Ionio – Porto di Taranto – with the support of Italian Navy

Coastal facility for testing and operating IAS (UAS and data computing), 
addressing port of Taranto challenges, involving portual stakeholders

Aerial service needs for smart port (and city)
 Advanced U-space services
 Port monitoring for operation safety 

and security
 Environment / pollution monitoring
 Portual infrastructure monitoring

 Cargo services (land to land, land to 
vessel, land to island)

 Multimodal mobility management 
(planning, monitoring)

 Aerial work (windfarm)
 UAS Mission management system 

for port missions

In collaboration with



DRONES BEYOND events
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Drones Beyond - 2021 Operations

Location: Grottaglie airport
 12 UAS flight live demonstrations
 14 private UAS (not only) 

companies
 2 public entities

Drones Beyond – 2022 Urba Air 
Mobility Evolution and perspectives

Location: Bari Urban Drone Range
 17 UAS operations demonstrations
 24 private UAS (not only) 

companies
 1 public entity

Drones Beyond – 2023 Unfolding 
Innovative Aerial Services in the Smart 
City

Location: Bari Urban Drone Range 
 16 IAS (live/recorded) demonstrations
 19 private companies
 2 public entities

Drones Beyond – 2024 From the IDEA to 
EVERYDAY – A future operational Day

Location: Grottaglie airport
 14 IAS (live/recorded) demonstrations
 Ground control room
 14 private companies
 3 public entities
 4 defense/LEA organization
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UAS / R&TD - Living Lab approach

System, sub-system and service development and 
integrators

End users (formal agreement) Technology design 
and development

Research & 
Education 

organizations

Aerospace Institutions

BARI

End users (defence)

J-CoE RPAS
*

* *

* *

*
*

*
* Formal 

agreement for 
collaboration
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Thanks for your attention!
I’ll be happy to discuss with you!

www.dtascarl.org

Antonio Zilli
antonio.zilli@dtascarl.it 
+39 328 867 4877
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