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D A Y 1 EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES FOR IAS DEPLOYMENT
 11 NOVEMBER 2026

09.00

Welcome and greetings

Registration & networking

 Regional perspective and plans for the drone sector growth

 New Mexico innovation strategy and aerospace industry

10.00
DTA, Regione Puglia

European Drone strategykeynote speech

10.20

keynote speech

10.30

keynote speech

10.40

National Strategic Plan for Advanced Air Mobilitykeynote speech

10.50

European, USA and Japan AAM plans: are they moving together?

Panel

11.00
Europe, the USA, and Japan are moving to enable commercial UAS operations and innovative aerial
services. National IAS markets are growing at different speeds, supported by R&D initiatives,
infrastructure design and deployment, and regulatory evolution. To support the international growth of
the UAS industry, alignment of approaches and plans, along with the sharing of lessons learned, is
strongly recommended, if not required. Panelists will share their initiatives and achieved results, and the
discussion will focus on common plans and misalignments. 

Aerospace science for international collaborationkeynote speech

12.00

Strategies and Policies for Valuable and Sustainable IAS Deployment
Panel

12.10
Panelists will discuss the social and economic value promoted by the agencies and entities they
represent, the social needs they perceive, how they cooperate, how such cooperation can benefit the
industry, and how they support the creation and deployment of solutions.  
Both civil and defense perspectives are represented

Lunch break13.10

Keynote

14.10
The IAS industry ecosystem is structured as a supply chain in which each actor contributes to the value
delivered to end users. The roles of some players (infrastructure operators, USSPs, and UAS operators)
are well recognized, while others are working to establish their position within the value creation
process.  
The growing market provides indications of urgent challenges and unmet needs for products or
services. 

The IAS Industry and the Market Development Process

Innovative aerial services in Bari smart cityLive demostrations
& presentations

14.20



European IAS Deployment Initiatives
Panel

16.00 Several European cities are deploying long-term strategies to promote innovative aerial services. While
describing their experiences, panelists will discuss objectives, drivers, challenges, and opportunities that
are in the focus of the large project they are working on. The audience will be able to derive guidelines
for organizing IAS deployment strategies. 

IAM Educational Needs and the AIRMOB Approach to Solve Itkeynote speech

17.15

17.30 Closing RemarksClosing remark — DTA

D A Y 2 INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND GROWTH
 12 NOVEMBER 2026

09.00 Resume and Opening of the Day

Stakeholders for IAS Deployment Projects
Keynote speech

09.30 Large IAS deployment projects require the involvement of several committed stakeholders, each
seeking their own business or social value. While leading companies are exploring their market
opportunities, large projects are bringing many of them together. The key question is how such
divergent business objectives can coexist. 

Regulation and UAS Testingkeynote speech

09.40

SAIL III and IV Operations – Market-Driven Solutions

Panel

09.50
Some commercial initiatives are well established in Europe, even if they are continuously challenged by
system-level difficulties. Several solution demonstrations are exploring the business value that can be
achieved within current technological, operational, and regulatory constraints. Panelists are invited to
discuss their product and service development trajectories and how these impact value delivery.
Regulatory requirements are being examined to support solution development.  
The role of flight test beds and test centers is specifically scrutinized to explore which services and
capabilities industry and regulators expect from them. 

Grottaglie Airport Test Bed – Research and Flight Test Infrastructurekeynote speech

11.00

Test Centers as Knowledge, Experience and Technology Hubs
Panel

11.10
Starting from the needs expressed by industry representatives in the previous panel, and taking into
account the Drone Strategy 2.0, speakers will discuss the capabilities of the test centers (TCs) they
represent, the challenges they face in serving their end users, their relationships with national and
European authorities, and their role in the defence sector. Their impact on the regions they operate in
will also be assessed.

Developing and Experimenting UAS in a Test Centerkeynote speech

12.10



Security and Resilience of Critical Infrastructures Lab – University of Salentokeynote speech

14.10

Innovative aerial services in Bari smart cityLive demostrations
& presentations

14.20

Lunch break12.50

Protecting infrastructures and society with C-UAS solutionskeynote speech

14.00

ROOM 1

T H E M A T I C  S E S S I O N S  /  P A R A L L E L  W O R K S H O P S

17.30

16.00

T H E M A T I C  S E S S I O N  1

Apulian initiatives, solutions and experience for UAS-based
rural environment observation for risk prevention and
management are pushing technology and solution
development and providing opportunities to define more
clearly the market sector. In this workshop the Apulian
experience will be presented and compared with other
relevant Italian and European initiatives.

T H E M A T I C  S E S S I O N  2

Apulian initiatives, solutions and experience for UAS-based
Urban Air Mobility and medical transport are pushing
technology and solution development and providing
opportunities to define more clearly the market sector. In this
workshop the Apulian experience will be presented and
compared with other relevant Italian and European
initiatives.

Closing remark

Drones and space for territories and
environment

Aerial Mobility services for smart cities

ROOM 2

Test, Validate, Grow: Supporting Aerospace Innovation Through EDIH and Beyond

Developing and testing an aerospace product is a long and resource-intensive process. Having access
to the right infrastructure and expertise at the right time makes a critical difference. ESA BIC Brindisi,
the International Space Accelerator, and the EDIH represent DTA’s response to a concrete need:
providing deep-tech aerospace startups with the support they need to grow. 
Startups and SMEs that have benefited from innovation development and growth services provided by
DTA share their experiences, the challenges they have faced, and what the innovation support
ecosystem still needs to offer to bring deep-tech aerospace products to market. Their insights provide
valuable recommendations and lessons learned as the new European Digital Innovation Hub is in
starting phase.

Panel

12.20
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